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By TESSA WOOTEN
THE PARTHENON
While no one is being burned 
at the stake any longer for what 
they choose to read, there are 
some schools that go out of  
their way to ensure students 
do not forget what it was like to 
live in during the dark ages. 
Marshall University, along 
with other universities through-
out the country began their 
celebration of  intellectual free-
dom by kicking off  Banned 
Books Week on Sunday. 
Ron Titus, Drinko Library 
electronic services librarian, 
has created a display of  this 
year’s banned books that Mar-
shall currently has in stock.
Titus said Banned Books 
Week is important so students 
know not everyone has the 
same concept of  appropriate-
ness. “You need to be aware 
that not everybody agrees with 
you,” Titus said.
Banned Books Week is cele-
brated across the country every 
year.  Each year the Office of  
Intellectual Freedom from the 
American Library Association 
submits a list of  books that 
have been challenged or banned 
on their website.
Marshall University has 
never had a book banned from 
its library.
Titus has been involved in the 
celebration of  banned books 
for 15 years.    He selects books 
from the list that Marshall owns 
Marshall kicks 
off Banned 
Books Week
SUBMITTED PHOTO
Jeannette Wall’s “The Glass Castle” 
has been challenged by multiple high 
schools due to content involving sexual 
assault, profanity and drunkenness. 
By LAKIN TURNER
THE PARTHENON
Huntington was covered in pink Sunday 
as the celebration of the second annual 
Path to the Cure 5K walk/run at the St. 
Mary’s Center for Education began.
Pink feather boas, tu-tus, full body 
paint, wigs, tshirts and decorations cov-
ered more than 1,800 participants.
Abi Woods of  Alpha Xi Delta, 
created a team named the “Rack 
Pack” in honor of  her mother 
who is battling breast cancer.
“I think this is great for our 
community, and I am so proud 
of  everyone who came out today,” 
Woods said.
The organization set up different 
tents to accommodate the participants 
including a diaper changing station, a 
drinking area for dogs and inflatables.
Alex Skeens, nursing major at Mar-
shall University, said she was running in 
honor of  the people who are fighting or 
who have lost the fight to breast cancer.
“My motivation is written on my 
arm. It is Hebrews 6:19 which says, 
We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul,” Skeens said.
Many participants created their own 
shirts in support of  their team, group, 
or office running or walking in the event.
“Breast Friends Forever,” “Boobie 
Buddies” and “Save the Hooters” are a 
few examples of  the groups participat-
ing in the Path to the Cure.
Brittany Mullens, 
biology major at Mar-
shall University, said 
people should never 
be afraid to partici-
pate in this event.
“Don’t be scared of  
the distance, because 
just like how everyone with 
breast cancer needs some-
one to hold their hand to 
finish the battle, we are 
here to finish it with you,” 
Mullens said.
As the race began, partici-
pants of  every age began their 
path on 29th street.
The first participant crossed the fin-
ish line in 15 minutes and 41 seconds, 
and the last five participants crossed 
the line hand in hand.
Eighty percent of  the money col-
lected will go towards the St.Mary’s 
Pink Ribbon Fund to help pay for mam-
mograms for people who are uninsured 
in the Tri-State area.
The rest of  the proceeds will aid in 
the completion and maintenance of  the 
Paul Ambrose Trail for Health.
Lakin Turner can be contacted at 
turner136@marshall.edu.
Fight like a girl
Community goes pink, hits 
the road for awareness event
TOP, RIGHT: Runners and walkers participate in the 
second annual Path to the Cure 5K on Sunday.
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By SUZANN AL-QAWASMI
THE PARTHENON
There are common themes among 
most of the world’s top religions, but one 
Boston College religious studies profes-
sor focuses on the key differences rather 
than the things that tie them together.
Stephen Prothero, author of “God Is Not 
One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run 
the World—and Why Their Differences 
Matter,” was the guest speaker at the third 
annual da Vinci Lecture on Friday in the 
Memorial Student Center room BE5.
The lecture’s theme was the impor-
tance of  religious literacy and the idea 
that, despite commonalities in the 
world’s most powerful religions, rec-
ognizing the differences between the 
religions is crucial in both a national 
and international perspective.
“The point that I make in my book is 
that the view that religions are different 
paths up the same mountain has three 
defects: it is not true, it is condescend-
ing and it is dangerous,” Prothero said. 
He also said he learned from his re-
search the world’s major religions all 
have very different views on what is 
considered to be the biggest problem in 
humanity and therefore strive toward 
very different goals. 
“Christians see sin as the problem, 
so they strive to overcome it by being 
saved from it,” Prothero said. “Bud-
dhists see suffering as the problem, 
so they strive to overcome it by being 
released from it. So it is not true that 
the beliefs and practices of  the world’s 
religions are the same.”
Prothero said these fundamental 
differences in religions should be ac-
knowledged rather than ignored. He 
said asserting religions are essentially 
the same makes humans unable to see 
the unique beauty of  each religion.
“What we need today is not pretend plu-
ralism; what we need is a clear eye’s view 
at the realities of  the religious world as it 
is and the religions as they are,” Prothero 
said. “Rather than beginning by lumping 
all religions together into one trash can 
or one treasure chest, we should start 
with a more basic understanding of the 
fundamental differences of  beliefs and 
practices across the world’s religions.”
Visiting professor gives religion lecture
See PROTHERO | Page  5
SUZANN AL-QAWASMI | THE PARTHENON
Stephen Prothero, religious studies professor at Boston College, speaks 
during the third annual da Vinci Lecture on Friday in the Memorial 
Student Center room BE5. 
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By JOSHUA PRINCE
THE PARTHENON
Sororities gathered in the Don 
Morris Saturday evening at 5 p.m. to 
present the new associate members to 
the Greek community.
The Four Panhellenic sororities 
paraded to the student center with 
excitement wearing their recruitment 
shirts and carrying their sorority 
letters along the way. Each sorority 
presented the new sisters of  their so-
rority and also awards were presented 
to sisters from Panhellenic Council 
officers.
A total of  85 new sisters was pre-
sented at Bid Day. The numbers of  new 
sisters presented ranged from 16 to 25. 
Alpha Chi Omega presented 25 mem-
bers reaching maximum capacity of  
65 members in the sorority. 
The new sisters was excited to be 
accepted into their particular sorority 
after attending many Panhellenic re-
cruitment events.
“I chose to go Sigma because when 
I went into the Sigma house for a re-
cruitment party I seemed to click 
Marshall sororities welcome 
new sisters at the 2012 Bid Day
BID DAY
PHOTO COURTESY OF LEE TABOR
Marshall University sorority sisters gather in front of the Memorial Student Center on Saturday for a group shot. The girls sport T-shirts and the 
letters of the sorority they will be pledging. 
By JARROD CLAY
THE PARTHENON
Saturdays are all about 
college football, but this 
weekend on Marshall 
University’s campus foot-
ball was being played 
for more than wins and 
championships.
Dozens of  Marshall 
students played in a flag 
football tournament as 
part of  the inaugural 
Hunger Bowl, which was 
played in conjunction with 
Governor Earl Ray Tom-
blin’s statewide Day to 
Serve.
Teams paid a $15 en-
trance fee with all of  the 
proceeds going to the Hun-
tington area food bank, 
which relies heavily on 
donations. 
“The food bank relies 
on monetary donations 
more than actual tangible 
food because they can 
do so much more with 
money towards meals,” 
said Elizabeth Sheets, co-
ordinator for the Office of  
Community Engagement. 
“I can bring in three cans 
of  green beans and I’ve 
spent a dollar. That same 
dollar can provide several 
meals.”
Participants were given 
prizes for participating, 
and the winners were 
even given a Hunger Bowl 
championship trophy, but 
winning and losing was 
not of  any importance Sat-
urday on Buskirk Field.
The main objective was 
to fight hunger by raising 
both awareness and funds 
for the Huntington food 
bank, and Sheets said the 
mission was a success. 
“I think it has gone 
great. When he (Tomb-
lin) made this declaration 
he also talked about the 
amount of  food that was 
collected at the state fair 
this summer and how 
proud he is of  West Virgin-
ians,” Sheets said. 
While nothing has been 
confirmed, hopes are high 
that the statewide Day 
to Serve and the Hunger 
Bowl will become an an-
nual event. 
Jarrod Clay can be 
contacted at clay105@
marshall.edu.
Area food bank brings in 
donors with football game
By ERIKA RITTENHOUSE
THE PARTHENON
St. George Greek Orthodox 
Church celebrated its 30th 
Annual Greek Festival this 
past weekend. The Church, 
located on 11th Avenue at-
tracted many Huntington 
residents to come out and 
celebrate diversity. The festi-
val is held every year to help 
raise money for the church.
This Greek festival is the 
largest ethnic festival in West 
Virginia. People come from 
all over the Tri-State to get a 
taste of  Greek tradition. 
“It just means so much to 
be able to put on a large event 
like this. Our goal is just to 
have the Huntington area 
see what the Greek Ortho-
dox Church is about,” said 
JoAnne Victor, head chairper-
son for the event.  
In order to help get the Hun-
tington community involved 
in the church, the festival 
held tours for those inter-
ested in the church and their 
daily activities. People were 
invited to explore the place of  
worship and get a feel for how 
Orthodox Christians come to 
the Lord in prayer.
Food is what the festival 
is most known for as well as 
what makes the church the 
most money. Everything sold 
to eat is handmade and home-
made by members of  the 
church. The festival had just 
about any type of  Greek food 
imaginable, from gyro sand-
wiches to baklava sundaes. 
The basement of  the church 
featured lamb and chicken 
dinners as wells as lamb stew 
and a variety of  wines. 
“This is my first year 
hear, the food is great, the 
people are nice, and its nice 
to get together with mem-
bers of  the community to 
celebrate diversity. Knowing 
that my money is going to a 
good place is a plus as well. 
I will absolutely be back next 
year,” said Devon Difilippo, 
Marshall University junior 
biology major.
Members of  the church 
took the stage, dancing to tra-
ditional Greek folk music and 
songs. Many gathered around 
to watch as the dancers 
showed off  their skills. Danc-
ing and performances were 
the leading entertainment for 
the festival. 
Gift shop tables were set 
up with Greek memorabilia 
for purchase. The tables dis-
played an array of  unique 
Grecian collectibles such as 
T-shirts, cookbooks, religious 
items and more.
The festival had something 
for everyone. Kids actives 
such as face painting and col-
oring put smiles on the faces 
of  many. 
The money raised at the 
event goes towards the up-
keep of  the church, food 
banks, and giving back to the 
community.
Erika Rittenhouse can be 
contacted at rittenhouse4@
marshall.edu.
Local Orthodox church sponsors 30th annual Greek Festival 
By TESSA WOOTEN
THE PARTHENON
Marshall’s Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps, or ROTC, is more than a 
program – it’s a family. Doing activities 
that put the students close together 
and working together help create 
bonds that cannot be broken. Through 
teamwork and skill building activities 
the students learn how to better them-
selves and never leave a buddy behind.
Master Sergeant Derek Heavener 
said that their goal is to focus on 
teamwork, so nobody feels left out. 
“What we try to do is kind of  build 
on the team and buddy concept 
so there’s a lot of  encouragement 
coming from their peers,” said 
Heavener. 
ROTC has various activities 
planned each week to challenge 
their cadets and help them realize 
they can do more than they ever 
thought possible.
On Thursday the cadets, and 
even Lieutenant Colonel Michael 
Stinnett, did a teamwork and con-
fidence building exercise which 
involved climbing the rock wall in 
Marshall’s Recreation Center.
Senior cadets were in charge 
of  planning the activity, giving 
them a lesson in leadership and 
responsibility.
Cadet Executive Officer Emily Os-
bourne was one officer in charge, or 
OIC, of  the rock wall activity.  She 
had to lay out step by step what the 
cadets needed and what each group 
was going to do.  While one group 
would climb the wall, the other was 
in concurrent training in which they 
learned how to tie a Swiss seat knot – 
necessary for this particular activity.
Osbourne said doing these ac-
tivities always teach a lesson and 
are valuable for the cadets. “Doing 
activities like this are beneficial 
because MS3s, or juniors, in the 
ROTC program go to LDAC, the 
leadership development and assess-
ment course. One of  the dimensions 
is confidence and this does build 
their confidence and helps physical 
fitness,” Osbourne said.
But what is most important about 
these activities are the bonds they 
help create.  Cadet Brittany Pritt 
was a shy wallflower as a freshman 
last year. Now she is coming out of  
her shell as she participates more 
with the ROTC program.
Marshall ROTC strengthens relationships through training
Event in 
conjunction 
with W.Va. 
Day of  Service
TPHOTOS BY TESSA WOOTEN | THE PARTHENON
LEFT: An ROTC cadet instructs a Marshall University student on how to climb the rock climbing wall at MU’s Rec Center. MIDDLE: A group of ROTC members gather at the bottom of 
the climbing wall before an instructional session. RIGHT: Cadet Matthew Lee climbs the rock climbing wall. 
See ROTC| Page  5
By MEGHAN ZERNICK
U. WISCONSIN VIA UWIRE
A recent report from 
the Pew Research Center 
shows a 15 percent increase 
in student debt since 2007, 
leaving one in five fami-
lies in the U.S. with student 
debt.
According to the report, 
40 percent of  households 
with members younger 
than 35 owe debt.
A statement from left-
leaning advocacy group 
One Wisconsin Now said 
the national student debt 
bill is at $1 trillion.
Analiese Eicher, govern-
ment relations director 
for United Council of  U. 
Wisconsin Students, said 
along with this has come 
a decrease in financial aid, 
forcing a majority of  stu-
dents to turn to loans.
According to Eicher, 71 
percent of  undergrads 
turned to student loans 
in 2010-2011 school year. 
This is a 50 percent in-
crease from a decade ago, 
Eicher said.
Student debt up 15 
percent since 2007, 
Pew report finds
FOOTBALL STANDINGS
              C-USA                     Overall          
EAST DIVISION W L W    L       
EAST CAROLINA 2 0 3   2          
MARSHALL 1 0 2   3          
UCF 0 0 2   2          
MEMPHIS 0 0 0   4
SOUTHERN MISS 0 1 0   4
UAB 0 1 0   4
              C-USA                     Overall          
 W L W     L       
TULSA 2 0 4    1          
HOUSTON 1 0 1    3
SMU 0 0 1    3          
UTEP 0 1 1    4 
TULANE 0 1 0    4
RICE 0 2 1    4
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“I’m proud of  our effort, but we came 
in and lost the football game,” Marshall 
head coach Doc Holliday said. “That’s un-
acceptable. You take care of  the football 
and it’s a different game.”
Taking care of  the football. This is 
something the Thundering Herd had done 
fairly well, turning it over just five times 
before Saturday’s loss at Purdue.
The Boilermakers took advantage of  
three interceptions and a fumble to hang 
on to beat the Herd 51-41 in both teams fi-
nal non-conference tilt of  the season.
Two of  those three interceptions were 
returned for touchdowns and the fumble 
sealed the loss for Marshall.
The game marked the first time all sea-
son sophomore quarterback Rakeem Cato 
threw more than one interception in a game.
If  one were to compare the Herd’s wins 
to its losses, they would find the difference 
between them is turnovers.
Zero turnovers in wins over both West-
ern Carolina and Rice, but a combined 
nine turnovers in losses to West Virginia, 
Ohio and Purdue.
To make matters worse, three of  those 
turnovers were returned for touchdowns.
So plain and simple, Marshall has a win 
percent of  100% in games without turning 
it over and 0% when turning it over.
Taking care of  the football will make the 
Herd a better team.
With Homecoming weekend next Sat-
urday against a Tulsa team that has only 
forced six turnovers in five games could 
be just what the Doc-tor order for the 
Thundering Herd.
Adam Rogers can be contacted at rog-
ers112@marshall.edu.
Marshall University’s football team fell 
51-41 to the Purdue Boilermakers on Sat-
urday night in West Lafayette, Indiana. 
While sitting in Purdue’s press box, be-
fore the game started, a crewmember for 
the Boilermakers dropped his cellphone 
out of  the window. The cellphone fell 60 
feet before colliding with the seats below. 
As I watched the phone freefall, I was cap-
tivated by distance the phone traveled.
I guess it was just foreshadowing the perfor-
mance that Marshall’s quarterback Rakeem 
Cato would put on. The distance of the phone 
falling, to the distance Cato would throw the ball. 
Cato continued his onslaught in the passing 
game as he completed 45-68 passes for a ca-
reer high 439 yards. Just when you thought the 
running game was going to balance out for the 
Herd’s offense, Cato and the Herd passing game 
went out and broke numerous school records.
The 45 completions broke the record for 
the most completions in a single game by 
a Herd quarterback and it was his own re-
cord that he surpassed.
Cato’s five touchdowns on Saturday 
brought his total to 30 in his Marshall 
career as he passed Bud Nelson for 11th 
all-time for the Herd. Cato is only five 
games into his sophomore campaign.
The Miami Fla., native, has thrown for 4,042 
yards in his career, surpassing Jackie Hunt, Ron 
Darby and Doug Chapman for 13th all-time. 
Purdue’s defense coming into the contest 
was 19th in the nation, only giving up 14 points 
per game. The Herd put up 41 points against 
one of the stingiest defenses in the nation.
Cato was able to connect with his high 
school teammate Tommy Shuler 19 times 
for 200 yards. The 19 receptions is also a 
Marshall all-time record for most recep-
tions in a single game by a Herd receiver.
Marshall’s quarterback was able to set 
several school records, but did throw three 
interceptions, two of  which went for touch-
downs, and a fumble. Clearly Cato would 
like to have those back, but as for the rest of  
the game he climbed into the Thundering 
Herd record-book in multiple categories.
Cato said that breaking records means 
nothing without a win. He will have that 
chance Saturday against Tulsa in Mar-
shall’s homecoming game.
Jeremy Johnson can be contacted at 
johnson783@marshall.edu.
By ADAM ROGERS
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Two interception returns 
for a touchdown and a 
missed field goal proved to 
be too much to overcome for 
the Marshall football team 
on the road against Purdue, 
as the Thundering Herd fell 
to the Boilermakers 51-41 in 
West Lafayette.
“I’m proud of  our effort, 
but we came in and lost the 
football game,” head coach 
Doc Holliday said. “That’s 
unacceptable. You take care 
of  the football and it’s a dif-
ferent game.”
Marshall found itself  trail-
ing 42-14 at halftime after 
pick-sixes of  39 yards by Ri-
cardo Allen and 74 yards by 
Josh Johnson.
Despite trailing by four 
touchdowns at the half, the 
Thundering Herd railed 
back in the second half.
Marshall forced Purdue 
to punt twice and Dominick 
LeGrande intercepted a pass 
from Caleb TerBush on the 
Boilermakers opening three 
drives of  the half.
The Herd went after the 
second punt the Boilermak-
ers sent off  in the second 
half, which allowed Jermaine 
Kelson to get a hand on it to 
block it and Derek Mitchell 
to scoop up the football and 
rumble into the endzone 
from 35 yards out.
“We thought coming in 
we could block a punt and 
it gave us some momen-
tum,” Holliday said. “We got 
a touchdown off  it and that 
helped us a bunch.”
Help a bunch it did, as 
the score brought Marshall 
back within two touchdowns 
at 42-28 with 6:09 left in the 
third quarter.
“We just need to keep 
fighting,” Rakeem Cato said. 
“You can’t look at the score-
board. You have to just keep 
fighting.”
The Thundering Herd de-
fense was on its heels for most 
of  the game, but turned it up a 
notch in the second half.
Following the blocked punt 
that was returned for a score 
by Mitchell, the Boilermaker 
offense pieced together a 
five-minute and 40-second 
drive that ended in a field 
goal from Paul Griggs, a drive 
that would have produced a 
touchdown in the first half.
“I’m proud of  the way our 
kids came out in the second 
half  and fought,” Holliday 
said. “We’ll be better for it.”
“We challenged ourselves 
at the half  and wanted to 
make a statement,” Marques 
Akin said.
The Herd would respond 
on its next two drives though, 
with touchdown grabs from 
Gator Hoskins, his third of  
the afternoon, and Craig 
Wilkins.
Unfortunately the Mar-
shall defense could not come 
away with a stop on Purdue’s 
offense between those two 
scores.
By JEREMY JOHNSON
THE PARTHENON
Gator Hoskins, tight end for Marshall 
University, finished Saturday night’s game 
with four of  Rakeem Cato’s 45 completions. 
It is not that he finished the game with four 
receptions that is impressive, but that three 
of  them were for touchdowns.
Hoskins’ three touchdown performance 
marked the first time a Herd receiver 
reached that feat since Josh Davis did it 
against Kent State on Oct. 11, 2003.
The 6-foot 2-inch tight end said that op-
posing teams sometimes forget about 
the tight end position when inside the 20 
yard-line.
“I guess I’m lucky,” said a chuckling 
Crawford. “Sometimes they forget about 
the tight end down in the redzone. Cato just 
threw a great ball and I made a play on it.”
On the season Hoskins has 14 receptions 
for 118 yards and six touchdowns. He fin-
ished last season with three touchdowns.
Hoskins has become Cato’s go to guy 
when it comes to touchdowns. Three of  
Cato’s five touchdowns against the Boiler-
makers came at the hands of  Hoskins. Cato 
has thrown 15 touchdowns on the season 
with Hoskins bringing down six of  them. 
The Gainesville, Fla., native, said he pre-
pares every week in practice and when the 
opportunity is there, he is ready.
“We practice and throw the ball around,” 
Hoskins said. “Sometimes we may not get 
the ball in practice and sometimes we might. 
You just got to go out there and play hard.”
Head Coach Doc Holliday said that 
Hoskins made several plays for the Herd.
“He made a couple plays and a nice catch 
in the endzone,” Holliday said.
In five games Hoskins six touchdowns 
are the most for a Herd receiver or tight 
end and he will have a chance to add to that 
against Tulsa on Saturday.
Jeremy Johnson can be contacted at john-
son783@marshall.edu.
Herd rally falls short, lose 51-41 to Boilermakers
TOP: Two Marshall 
University defenders 
attempt to sack 
Purdue Boilermakers 
quarterback Caleb 
TerBush during 
Saturday’s loss at the 
Ross-Ade Stadium in 
West Lafayette, Ind. 
The Herd fell to the 
Boilermakers 51-41.
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE 
PARTHENON
BOTTOM: Thundering 
Herd fans cheer as 
Marshall University 
takes on the Purdue 
Boilermakers on 
Saturday. 
TYLER KES | THE PARTHENON
See HERD | Page  5
Marshall University’s Hoskins 
becoming threat in redzone
Good effort - unacceptable loss
Herd’s performance a freefall
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Editorial 
Visit marshallparthenon.com to share your opinion.
The following are the results from the most recent poll 
question: Which social network do you prefer?
n Obama                  
n Romney
ONLINE POLLS
60% - 26 votes           
26% - 11 votes
5% - 2 votes
9% - 4 votes
n Facebook                 
n Twitter        
n Tumblr
n MySpace
Who do you predict will be 
most impressive in the upcoming 
Presidential Debate?
Column
By Adam Edelman
MIT VIA UWIRE
It is the morning of  Septem-
ber 11, 2012. Things seem to be 
looking up for President Obama 
— a slew of  polls has come out 
showing that the President main-
tains a lead in a handful of  swing 
states he will need to win come 
November. Today is the 11th anni-
versary of  the 9/11 attacks, and to 
commemorate this solemn occa-
sion President Obama is heading 
off  to Las Vegas for a ritzy fun-
draiser. Of  course with the good 
domestic news on his mind the 
President doesn’t attend his daily 
intelligence briefing — this will 
be the sixth straight day that he 
has not been personally briefed. 
That can, of  course, come later. 
Osama Bin Laden is dead af-
ter all, what could possibly go 
wrong, especially on 9/11? Since 
his inauguration, the president 
has attended the Presidential 
Daily Brief  approximately 44 per-
cent of  the time, even less in the 
last year and a half.
Halfway around the world the 
U.S. ambassador to Libya is wor-
ried: during the last few days there 
has been concrete intelligence that 
American embassies were at risk 
of  attack and that American dip-
lomats in Libya were “not secure.” 
Furthermore, Al-Qaeda’s leaders 
have posted YouTube videos urging 
Libyans to attack Americans and 
the ambassador is worried that he 
is on an Al-Qaeda hit list.
Yet this morning Ambassador 
Stevens is traveling unprotected, 
as there is still no Marine force 
in Libya to protect Americans, as 
is standard protocol. The Obama 
administration has not height-
ened security measures in Libya, 
leaving security in the hands of  
local Libyans. In a few hours time 
much of  the local security force 
will abandon the ambassador as 
a militia force storms a U.S. safe 
house and kills four Americans, 
including Stevens.
The lack of  preparation for, and 
the response to this terrorist attack 
are shocking. Earlier in the day, as 
a mob descended on the U.S. em-
bassy in Egypt, the embassy issued 
a statement which did not condemn 
the attacks on the embassy, but in-
stead apologized to those who had 
been offended by a YouTube video 
which insulted Muhammad (report-
edly the cause of  the riot).
Additionally, for over a week the 
administration’s official stance 
on the Benghazi attack was that 
it was not a coordinated terrorist 
attack, but rather a spontaneous 
riot resulting from tensions over 
the video. Last week, amidst riots 
at the U.S. Embassy in Pakistan, 
President Obama and Hillary 
Clinton appeared in TV ads apolo-
gizing for the Muhammad video. 
This isn’t simply appeasement, 
this is blaming the victim, and it 
is just one example of  how the ad-
ministration has emasculated the 
U.S.
Pakistan, Egypt, Libya: these 
were numerous attacks against 
U.S. citizens on sovereign U.S. 
soil. The proper response is not 
an “I’m sorry,” but a “how dare 
you.” In administrations past, the 
potential retaliation to force used 
against the United States served 
as a deterrent. It was the job of  
the commander in chief  to exude 
confidence in the righteousness of  
America’s ideals (including free-
dom of  expression).
And yet, for over three years Pres-
ident Obama has managed time and 
time again to defang America. His 
first speech in Cairo contained an 
apology for our “dictating” to other 
people. America has abandoned Po-
land, an ally, to appease Putin and 
the Russians. We have committed to 
“engaging” Iran in dialogue for over 
three years, all while no progress 
has been made to halt Iran’s march 
towards The Bomb. We have re-
leased terrorists from Guantanamo 
Bay who have come back to attack 
us (one such terrorist helped coordi-
nate the Libya attack). We continue 
to supply aid to Pakistan which in 
all likelihood harbored Osama Bin 
Laden next-door to an army com-
pound for years. Obama shook 
hands and posed with Hugo Chavez, 
a man who has called the U.S. the 
most “murderous empire that has 
[ever existed].” In short, America is 
now viewed as a pushover.
This administration needs to 
wake up. Just because Osama Bin 
Laden is dead does not mean that 
America’s security interests merit 
less attention than a fundraiser. 
Threats against America are a very 
real concern and when we are at-
tacked it is important to make 
clear that such attacks will not be 
tolerated. Strength and resolve, not 
appeasement, make America the 
strong nation it is.
The Benghazi boondoggle
In any given on-campus conversation, you may hear, or 
overhear, someone describing their stress level. “I am so 
stressed, it is overwhelming” they may say. And the other 
parties involved will echo the sentiment, often times striving 
to position themselves as having the most stress. “You don’t 
understand, because I am taking all upper-level classes and I 
have a job to worry about.” 
Nobody is special. Don’t stress over out-stressing your 
peers. We are all stressed. It is a fact of  college, a fact of  life. 
College students seem to be collectors of  stress. We sign 
up for too many things. We pull ourselves in a thousand dif-
ferent directions. We juggle education, work and social lives. 
But after weeks of  keeping late hours, procrastinating large 
assignments and experiencing our fair share of  epic fails, we 
just might reach our breaking point. Most of  the time, we 
don’t even realize what is happening until we are already too 
far gone. 
We think that we can do it all, but the awful truth is that no 
one is invincible, not even college students. Stress serves to 
keep us on our toes, to battle laziness, but too much stress 
can be problematic. It is important to keep things in per-
spective and remain calm in the face of  stress. Because guess 
what, just like people, stress is not invincible. 
Keep in mind these friendly tips to manage stress in your 
life: get some sleep, prioritize, focus on what you can con-
trol, make time for a moderate amount of  fun, sleep, ask 
for help and don’t keep the stress to yourself—talk about 
it. It looks like we are already on the right track with the 
talking part. 
Stress not. We are all in this together. 
College students, stress not: 
We are all in this together
Letter to the Editor
To the Editor:
I take strong exception to 
the editorial published in 
The Parthenon regarding the 
Isaeli-Iranian crisis.
First of all, the absurdity 
of placing on the same level a 
democratically elected leader, 
Prime-Minister B. Netanyahu, 
to President M. Ahmadinejad, 
selected by a cadre of cler-
ics (headed by the Supreme 
Leader, Ali Khamenei), and 
elected (twice) in a rigged elec-
tion.  The first has real political 
influence in his country; the 
second, a waning figurehead 
with little power.  Personally, I 
do not support the policies of  
the Likud, the ruling party in 
Israel, but you need to provide 
the proper context for starters.
Most importantly, you failed 
to mention that Iran’s official 
long-standing policy is to erad-
icate the State of Israel from 
the map of the Middle East. 
Some 7,600,000 people !  Israel, 
obviously, has no such design 
upon Iran.  The Israeli leader-
ship’s concern is for the safety 
and security of their inhabit-
ants.  The possibility of Iran 
producing a nuclear weapon 
is a real threat.  The central 
question is when.  The Irani-
ans already have the delivery 
system (missiles) perfected. 
Would you not worry ?
Another point you missed. 
Let both Iran and Israel both 
talk, and talk, and talk.  Talk 
is better than action here, 
whether it be an Israeli pre-
emptive strike on Iranian 
nuclear targets, or an Iranian 
launch of an atomic device 
upon Israel.   P.M. Netanyahu’s 
‘cartoon-like’ graph masks a 
deadly reality.  Would the edi-
torial writer have preferred 
graphic photographs of the 
devastation in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki ?   Here, it is a 
case for both parties not to 
‘shut-up’.
Respectfully,
Nicholas Freidin
Professor of Anthropology
PS  I would like this letter 
be published in your paper to 
counter-act the silly editorial 
today.
Letter to the Editor sub-
missions are presented 
in their original state to 
ensure that the writer’s 
intentions are preserved. 
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and creates a display, he said 
in hopes that students will 
become more aware of  them 
and check them out to read.
“I like to see most books 
gone by the end of  the week. 
That’s the idea – get them 
into people’s hands,” Titus 
said.
This year’s list of  banned 
books include “The Glass 
Castle”, “Kite Runner”, 
“The Perks of  Being a Wall-
flower” which is coming out 
in theater’s soon, and “The 
Hunger Games” and its 
sequels.
Books that were on the list 
in previous years include 
“The Hobbit”, “The Lord of  
the Rings” series, and even 
the Bible.
Titus said there are many 
reasons books end up on 
the list, but the most com-
mon reasons are language 
and sex.  He said he believes 
there can be institutional 
choices in books because 
some things are inappropri-
ate for certain audiences, 
but most of  the time there 
is at lease one parent try-
ing to make that choice for 
everybody.
“It’s fine for them to make 
the choice for their child, I 
have no problem with that, 
but trying to tell everybody 
else what they can do or can’t 
do, that’s where I draw the 
line,” Titus said.
Sigma Tau Delta will be 
having a Banned Book Week 
event in Drinko Library in 
the Atrium on the fourth 
floor Thursday.  They will be 
discussing various books on 
the list.
Banned Books Week runs 
through Saturday. 
Cabell County Public Li-
brary also has a display for 
Banned Books Week.
Tessa Wooten can be 
reached at wooten49@live.
marshall.edu.
TESSA WOOTEN | THE PARTHENON
Ron Titus, Drinko Library electronic services librarian, stands beside a display of banned books on Thursday. The display is set up for Banned Books 
Week which runs through Saturday. 
Books
Continued from Page 1
Prothero said he first be-
came interested in writing 
books about religion after 
he learned many of  his stu-
dents were not aware of  
the basic beliefs and prac-
tices of  some of  the world’s 
greatest religions. He said 
he continued his research 
and found this was a na-
tional problem and not one 
limited to the students in 
his classes.
“The United States is 
one of  the most religious 
countries on earth and yet 
we know almost nothing 
about religion,” Prothero 
said. “We know very little 
about our own religions 
and know even less about 
the religions of  other 
people.”
Prothero said religious 
literacy is important be-
cause religion plays such 
a large role today’s world. 
He said it matters because 
religion matters to people 
in terms of  their personal 
faith and devotion, but that 
it also matters in terms of  
politics, economics and 
military affairs.
“Religion may not make 
sense to you; you may not 
be a religious person,” Pro-
thero said. “But you cannot 
make sense of  the world 
without making sense of  
religion.”  
Prothero said he does 
not believe it is enough 
for people to know infor-
mation about the world’s 
religions. He said it is 
more important that peo-
ple know how to make 
sense of  that information. 
He said it should be peo-
ple’s goal to acknowledge 
the differences and learn 
from the differences be-
tween religions.
“Religions work best not 
when we deny differences, 
but when we try to under-
stand differences, when we 
accept them and when we 
might even learn to revel in 
them,” Prothero said.
Prothero ended the lec-
ture with a book signing. 
The da Vinci Lecture was 
sponsored by the Office of  
the Provost, Honors Col-
lege and Honor Society of  
Phi Kappa Phi.
Suzann Al-Qawasmi 
can be contacted at alqa-
wasmi2@marshall.edu.
Prothero
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Following Wilkins’ 15-yard 
touchdown, the Thundering 
Herd elected to go for a two-
point conversion and failed 
as Tommy Shuler could not 
connect with Rakeem Cato 
on a quarterback throwback 
pass.
Marshall would have 
been within eight points 
at 51-43 had Shuler had hit 
Cato on the pass, but that 
was not the case.
The Thundering Herd 
forced the Boilermakers 
to turn the ball over on 
downs after TerBush was 
unable to complete a pass 
intended for Antavian 
Edison.
Marshall still had hope 
to pull of  the come from 
behind win with just 94 sec-
onds in the game and the 
ball from its own 15 yard 
line.
But on the sixth play of  
the Herd’s final drive Cato 
was sacked by preseason 
All-American defensive 
lineman Kawann Short and 
fumbled the ball.
Will Lucas recovered 
the fumble for Purdue and 
that enable the Boilermak-
ers to line up in the victory 
formation.
Cato and Shuler hooked 
up 19 times for 200 and 
those catches by the sopho-
more wide receiver enabled 
him to break the Marshall 
and Conference USA mark 
for receptions in a single 
game.
“They’ve done that all 
year and I think they’re a 
good combination,” Holli-
day said.
The Herd will now turn 
its attention to C-USA 
for the remainder of  the 
season.
“We have a conference 
game next week and this 
was a good start into it,” 
Holliday said. “We have 
got to move on from this 
game and watch film, fix 
mistakes and continue to 
improve.”
Next up for Marshall is a 
homecoming meeting with 
Tulsa on Oct. 6.
Adam Rogers can be 
contacted at rogers112@
marshall.edu.
Herd
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Pritt said without ROTC 
this year, she wouldn’t have 
made nearly as many con-
nections as she has. “After 
being around all of  these 
people, I’ve made more 
friends than I know I ever 
would have if  I hadn’t gone 
to the classes,” Pritt said.
By being around this at-
mosphere of  people it’s not 
hard to feel the bonds of  
friendship among each and 
every cadet. They root for 
each other as one climbs the 
wall and has trouble finding 
their foothold. They cheer 
when the climber has finally 
reached the top.  And they 
applause for each other be-
fore the climber has even 
touched the ground. With 
back pats and handshakes, 
no matter the struggle, each 
cadet looked like they felt ac-
complished and supported.
So much support in such 
a small space makes it hard 
not to smile and cheer along 
with them.
While Pritt is not con-
tracted yet, she said she 
is really thinking about it 
for next semester. Being 
contracted means she has 
agreed to serve the army at 
some point in time and will 
receive a uniform to wear on 
campus.
Pritt said she has thought 
more about this choice sim-
ply because she wants to be 
closer to the people she’s 
gotten to know. “This type 
of  class is a lot different than 
your traditional class. You 
really get more involved with 
your peers and it kind of  
feels like this is my second 
family,” Pritt said.
While other students may 
meet friends by joining a fra-
ternity or sorority or even a 
club, Pritt said it can’t com-
pare the connection she’s 
made with her peers.
“The friends that I’ve 
made I know I’ll keep a lot of  
them for the rest of  my life. 
And I know a lot of  people 
say that about the friends 
that they meet in other 
classes but I can definitely 
tell,” Pritt said.
It’s not just support for 
each other they provide, its 
support for their commu-
nity in general.  Each cadet 
will smile and help you if  
you need anything.  They 
reach out and make human 
connections, something that 
seems to be lacking in to-
day’s world.
Though I am a reporter 
that was only doing a story 
and looking for a unique pic-
ture, they encouraged me to 
climb the rock wall for the 
experience.
They helped me strap in 
the reigns, cheered me on 
as I climbed to the top, and 
coaxed me down when I was 
afraid to come back down. 
It’s not an easy task climb-
ing so high and simply 
leaning back and trusting 
someone who’s not family to 
get you down safely.  But I did 
it – and they really helped me 
through it.
Pritt said the best 
experience is the closeness 
she feels with her peers.  She 
wouldn’t be able to find it 
anywhere else – and I can see 
it.
After receiving a sprained 
ankle a couple weeks ago 
Pritt said that every day, 
every time she sees some-
one from the program they 
ask how she’s doing and if  
she needs anything, and she 
knows they are genuine.
“It’s not like walking into 
any of  my other classes and 
someone sees me limping 
and asks about it because it’s 
the typical polite thing to do. 
I know these guys [in ROTC] 
mean it and that’s something 
I know I wouldn’t find else-
where,” Pritt said.
The ROTC program is al-
ways looking for people to 
join or sign up for the class, 
even if  they don’t want to be 
contracted.  They would like 
people to join the service, 
and their family.
Tessa Wooten can be 
reached at wooten49@mar-
shall.edu.
ROTC
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with the sisters instantly, 
it felt like home,” Jessica 
Blankenship said. “Recruit-
ment went well all the girls 
from each sorority was nice 
and welcoming.”
Megan Kelly, Greek Ad-
visor said that this years 
recruitment saw an in-
crease in women interested 
as well as women who ulti-
mately joined.
“I believe that Panhellenic 
recruitment was extremely 
successful,” Kelly said. 
“Our recruitment executive 
Jackie Hackett had some 
new ideas and tried new 
things. It was well received 
by both the women going 
through recruitment and 
the sororities.”
The chapters will con-
tinue to have recruitment 
parties on an individual 
basis. Anyone interested 
should attend the parties 
and also come through 
Panhellenic recruitment in 
the Spring. Megan Kelly can 
be reached at Kelly105@
marshall.edu for more in-
formation on joining a 
sorority.
Joshua Prince can be 
contacted at prince37@mar-
shall.edu.
Bid Day 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
DAMASCUS, Syria - When shop own-
ers and customers saw the small group of  
armed men appear on the street, they ran 
the other way or headed indoors.
“Go, go,” said one shopper, holding sev-
eral bags as he ducked into an alley. “Go 
back, they’re going to start fighting.”
The tiny band of  Free Syrian Army rebel 
fighters had decided to attack a nearby 
checkpoint, a rudimentary barrier of  sand-
bags manned by a handful of  government 
forces on a street lined with convenience 
stores, pharmacies and vegetable sellers.
Here in Tadamon, a southern Damascus 
neighborhood that has at various times in 
recent months been under rebel control, 
government forces are never far away.
“Put a song on so the guys get pumped up 
and turn up the volume,” one of  the group’s 
fighters instructed their driver, as the men 
piled into a green minivan. They were armed 
with about a dozen Kalashnikovs, a handgun 
and a rocket-propelled grenade launcher 
borrowed from another of  the many militias 
affiliated with the Free Syrian Army.
As they approached the checkpoint, however, 
they decided that there were still too many ci-
vilians around, so they called off the attack.
“We will hit it later,” said the commander 
of  the Al Furqan militia, who goes by the 
name Abu Rahaf.
Elsewhere in Syria, rebels have seized large 
swaths of  the countryside and city districts. 
Here, opposition fighters operate within a 
labyrinth of  government checkpoints, mili-
tary bases and security compounds _ more 
than 60 checkpoints in Damascus alone, ac-
cording to activists’ estimates.
Although President Bashar Assad has 
been willing to let other areas slip out of  his 
hand _ even as his forces continue to bom-
bard these areas from the air _ the capital is 
far too important.
As a result, rebels in Damascus are en-
gaged in more calculated warfare, dominated 
by targeted operations including attacking 
checkpoints, assassinations and the bomb-
ing of  government security buildings.
In mid-July, in what Free Syrian Army mi-
litias acknowledge to be a mistake, armed 
opposition groups began an offensive they 
were ill-equipped to fight. Some predicted 
that what they termed the “Damascus Vol-
cano” was the beginning of  the end for the 
government. It ended in less than a week as 
rebels were beaten back.
Members of  the militia have been in-
volved in some of  the most strategic attacks 
in the capital. In May, the group _ working 
with an employee in a national security 
building _ poisoned the meal of  the govern-
ment’s top security officials and ministers, 
Abu Samir said.
Rebels show patience 
in fight for Damascus
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Rocking tunes filled the Ritter Park 
amphitheater Saturday for the 3rd an-
nual Huntington Music and Arts Festival. 
The bands for this year’s festival 
included: Carpenter Ants, Blue Ring, 
Rozwell Kid, Deadbeats & Barkers, 
Coyotes In Boxes, Sly Roosevelt, AC30, 
Qiet, John Lancaster, Fletcher’s Grove, 
Sasha Colette & The Magnolias, Bill 
Fox, The Heptanes and The Demon 
Beat.
The festival had a mix of  acoustic art-
ists which include: Mark Smith, Emcee, 
Erik Woods, Chris Strathman, Cody 
Lynch, Grim Charles, Jordan Andrew 
Jefferson, Nick Shelton, The Disappear-
ing Man, Adam Benz, Modock Rounders 
and Richie Tipton.
Kyle Baughman, Marshall alum and 
drummer for Coyotes In Boxes, brought 
the crowd to their feet with an energetic 
performance.
“In my own faith, one of  the ways I 
experience my god is through music 
and motion,” Baughman said. “It’s 
something about being out there just 
experiencing the freedom and the 
stewardship of  making sound. It’s like 
how can you not be excited about that 
the fact that people would pay money 
to experience you and your friends 
play music.”
Baughman said any energy or weirdness 
comes from just being excited to be play-
ing in front of the crowd with his friends.
The festival offered artits an oppor-
tunity to show appreciation to fellow 
artists.
Craig Burletic, a Marshall jazz stud-
ies major and lead singer of Deadbeats 
& Barkers was excited for the rest of the 
bands.
“It was a blast, this is our third year 
doing the festival,” Burletic said. “It 
was such a great time. I am so excited 
about seeing the other bands having 
a good time. It’s a great time to play, 
but it’s great seeing all the other bands 
everybody coming together for a fun 
day.”
The festival which focused on show-
casing regional talent drew a crowd of  
about two hundred.
Lacey Hazel, vocalist for Qiet, used 
her upbeat attitude and danced around 
the stage.
“It’s the most incredible energy you 
can ever feel,” Hazel said, “because you 
are looking at these people and they are 
getting into it and your getting into it and 
then you get into it even more.”
Qiet, a local band known for their the-
atrical style, had the crowd on its toes. 
“We’re kind of  a carnival act if  you will 
just a bunch of  crazy kooks that got to-
gether and found that even though we 
are all different and kind of  weird in our 
own way, it works really well”
 Hazel said the Huntington Music & Art 
Festival is a special experience because 
you get to share the energy with the crowd. 
Dwight Jorge can be contacted at 
jorge@marshall.edu.
Huntington Music and Arts Festival rocks Ritter Park
TOP: Kyle Baughman, drummer of Coyotes In Boxes performs songs from the band’s album “Curtis and Fox.” LEFT: Lacey Hazel pumps up the crowd during Qiet’s performance. MIDDLE: More than 200 audience members 
showed up for the Huntington Music and Arts Festival on Sept. 29. RIGHT: Rus Weaver and Bud Carrol practice their set list before going on stage.
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